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Chapter 1. The Civil War as a Crisis in Gender

1. Harriet Beecher Stowe read this eyewitness account by the man who helped
the escaping slave woman and her child ashore in an antislavery magazine. I
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3. Jane Tomkins, in her work Sensational Designs: The Cultural Work of Ameri-
can Fiction (New York, 198 ), argues that the emergence of this critical domestic
voice actually constituted the most “politically subversive dimension of Stowe’s
novel, more disruptive and far reaching in its potential consequences than even
the starting of a war or the freeing of slaves” (142),
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Library, Duke University, Durham), Jan. 2, 1858. o

12. ri,n her biography of the best known of all southern women :‘ibo_huoms!:s, the
Grimké sisters, Gerda Lerner argues that the root of their a.bolmo!nst sentm'lent
lay in their resentment of their treatment when compared v:nth their brother’s. It
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17. Joseph Jonesto Caroline Davis Jones (Joseph Jones Papers, Tulane Univer-
sity, New Orleans), Feb. 12, 1859.
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19. As Fredrika Bremer wrote to Harriet Beecher Stowe upon the original
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escape her breast, and rend the air, and pierce to the ear of humanity. { wondered,
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Civil War: How American Negroes Felt and Acted During the War for the Union (NF‘;’I
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